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Crucifixion was an ancient form of capital 
punishment. It was degrading, humiliating, and 
caused agonizing pain. Ultimately the Holy Cross 
symbolized absolute failure and death. Due to 
its barbaric nature, crucifixion was reserved for 
the lowliest of criminals: the slaves’ death or the 
murderers’ punishment. Today, many still look 
upon the Holy Cross with profound horror as a cruel 
way to inflict punishment or bring about death.

It probably took our Lord Jesus Christ’s followers years to accept 
the symbol of Him on the Holy Cross as a symbol of their faith. Now, 
accepted as a symbol of faith by all Orthodox Christians, the Holy 
Cross has come to mean limitless love, triumph of good over evil, 
and hope for eternal life. From the past to present day, the Holy 
Cross steadfastly remains the cornerstone of our  Orthodox faith.

How important is the Holy Cross? Made of wood, not glittering gold 
nor shining silver, the Holy Cross represents the Savior’s greatest 
and most wonderful blessing. This blessing is threefold. First, 
through the Holy Cross we can attain the ultimate of treasures, the 
gift of our salvation. Secondly, the Holy Cross allows us to realize 
the true glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. A third significant fact 
about the Holy Cross is that it is a strong motivator for service as it 
makes us keenly aware of the Lord’s service and sacrifice. St Paul 
tells us, “I am determined not to know anything except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified” (I Cor 2:2).

Խաչի քո, Քրիստոս, երկիր պագանեմք եւ զսուրբ զմատնութիւնդ քո 
մեծացուցանեմք եւ զսուրբ զչարչարանսդ քո փառաւորեմք։

Fourth Sunday of the Holy Cross
Before your cross, O Christ, we kiss the ground, and we  magnify 

your innocent betrayal and glorify your pure passion.
—Armenian Divine Liturgy

Icon of King Drtad, Queen 
Ashkhen, and the Holy Cross
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A Reading from the 
Prophet Isaiah (17:7-14)

In that day a man will look to 
his Maker, And his eyes will 
have respect for the Holy One 
of Israel. He will not look to the 
altars, The work of his hands; 
He will not respect what his 
fingers have made, Nor the 
wooden images nor the incense 
altars. In that day his strong 
cities will be as a forsaken bough 
And an uppermost branch, 
Which they left because of the 
children of Israel; And there 
will be desolation. Because you 
have forgotten the God of your 

salvation, And have not been 
mindful of the Rock of your 
stronghold, Therefore you will 
plant pleasant plants And set 
out foreign seedlings; In the 
day you will make your plant to 
grow, And in the morning you 
will make your seed to flourish; 
But the harvest will be a heap 
of ruins In the day of grief and 
desperate sorrow. Woe to the 
multitude of many people Who 
make a noise like the roar of 
the seas, And to the rushing of 
nations That make a rushing 
like the rushing of mighty 
waters! The nations will rush 

The Breath of God (ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՇՈՒՆՉ)

Ճաշու Շարական ԴՁ

Տէր թագաւորեաց, վայելչութիւն զգեցաւ։

Թագաւո՛ր Քրիստոս, Էակի՛ց Հօր եւ Հոգւոյն, 
որ վասն մեր մարմնացար ի սուրբ Կուսէն, 
Թագաւո՛ր փառաց Քրիստոս, Քեզ փա՜ռք:

Որ կամաւոր մահուամբ զմահ մեռուցեր եւ 
անապական յարութեամբդ Քո նորոգեցեր 
զաշխարհս, Թագաւո՛ր փառաց 
Քրիստոս, Քեզ փա՜ռք:

Փառք Հօր եւ որդւոյ եւ Հոգւոյն սրբոյ
այժմ եւ միշտ եւ յաւիտեանս յաւիտենից. 
ամէն։

Որ կենդանարար արեամբդ Քո լուսաւորեցեր 
սուրբ զԵկեղեցի, երգեմք Քեզ ընդ հրեշտակս՝ 
ասելով. Թագաւո՛ր փառաց Քրիստոս, Քեզ 
փա՜ռք:

Midday Hymn

Midday Hymn, Resurrection Mode Ta-Tsa

The Lord reigns; He is clothed with majesty.

King Christ, Co-essential with the Father and the 
Spirit, who for our sake was incarnate of the Holy 

Virgin, King of Glory, Christ, Glory to you.

Who willingly killed death with death and by 
your incorruptible resurrection you renewed 

the world, King of Glory, Christ,  
Glory to you.

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; now and for 

ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

Who by your life-giving blood illuminated the 
Holy Church, we sing together with the angels, 

saying, King of Glory, Christ, Glory to you.
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like the rushing of many waters; 
But God will rebuke them and 
they will flee far away, And 
be chased like the chaff of the 
mountains before the wind, 
Like a rolling thing before the 
whirlwind. Then behold, at 
eventide, trouble! And before 
the morning, he is no more. 
This is the portion of those who 
plunder us, And the lot of those 
who rob us.
Blessed are You O Lord our God. 
King of the Universe. Amen.

A Reading from the 
Second Epistle of St. 

Paul the Apostle to the 
Corinthians (13:5-13)

Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. 
Test yourselves. Do you not 
know yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you?—unless indeed 
you are disqualified. But I trust 
that you will know that we are 
not disqualified. Now I pray to 
God that you do no evil, not that 
we should appear approved, 
but that you should do what 
is honorable, though we may 
seem disqualified. For we can do 
nothing against the truth, but 
for the truth. For we are glad 
when we are weak and you are 
strong. And this also we pray, 
that you may be made complete. 
Therefore I write these things 
being absent, lest being present I 
should use sharpness, according 
to the authority which the Lord 

has given me for edification and 
not for destruction. Finally, 
brethren, farewell. Become 
complete. Be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace will be 
with you.
Greet one another with a holy 
kiss. All the saints greet you.

The Holy Gospel of 
Jesus Christ according 

to Mark (11:27-33)

Then they came again to 
Jerusalem. And as He was 
walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the 
elders came to Him. And they 
said to Him, “By what authority 
are You doing these things? And 
who gave You this authority 
to do these things?” But Jesus 
answered and said to them, “I 
also will ask you one question; 
then answer Me, and I will tell 
you by what authority I do these 
things: The baptism of John—
was it from heaven or from men? 
Answer Me.” And they reasoned 
among themselves, saying, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 
say, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ But if we say, 
‘From men’”—they feared the 
people, for all counted John to 
have been a prophet indeed. So 
they answered and said to Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And Jesus 
answered and said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” ֍
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Hokehankist

1. Armando Torkomian
Central Committee member of the 

Homenetmen, on the occasion of his 40th 
day, requested by Archbishop Anoushavan

2. Smpad Kouyoumdjian
Father of Der Vahan Kouyoumdjian 

on the occasion of his 16th year
3. Mikael Kouyoumdjian

Brother of Der Vahan Kouyoumdjian 
on the occasion of his sixth month

4. Lucy Garabedian
Mother of Badveli Joseph Garabedian 

on the occasion of her second day

October

2 Sa The Holy 72 Disciples of Christ
3 Su Fourth Sunday after Holy Cross
4 Mo Phocas and Irenaeus of Lyons, 

follower of the Apostles
5 Tu Thecla, Barbara, and Pelagia
6 We Fast
7 Th Ordination of Kit Kaolian 

as Subdeacon, Holy Ascension 
Church, Trumbull, CT.

8 Fr Fast
9 Sa Holy Translators Mesrop, 

Yeghishe, Moses the Poet, 
David the Philosopher, 
Gregory of Narek, and 
Nerses the Graceful 

Guest Servants

Today St. Stephen’s is blessed with 
two guest church servants: from Srpots 
Vartanantz Church of Providence, 
Archdeacon Hagop Khatchadourian, 
and from Holy Ascension Church of 
Trumbull, Subdeacon [as of Oct 7] 
Kit  Kaolian.

Weekly Services

Sun 9:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morning Praise
Sun 10:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . Divine Liturgy
Sat 10am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midday Praise
Sat 10:30am. . . . . . . . . .Christian Teaching
Sat 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise

Meet Der Hayr

Der Hayr is available (gratis) for con
fession, visitation, house blessing, etc.

♰

The Gospel of Jesus Christ according 
to Luke, in chapter 10, records the Lord 
Christ appointing seventy-two men to go 
out as missionaries, as apostles.

The Tradition of the Church confirms that 
the seventy-two remained true to the Lord 
and their calling, fulfilling a vital role in 
the spread of the gospel. These were not 
random choices or accidental volunteers, 
but true disciples, true apostles, whose 
labors carried the message of their Lord 
throughout the Roman Empire and 
beyond.

All seventy-two are remembered in the 
calendar of the Church. The day before 
the fourth Sunday of the Holy Cross is set 
aside to remember them all, and the record 
of their work is preserved in accounts 
handed down through the centuries 
and preserved in the Lives of the Saints 
(Վարք Սրբոց) and in the Hagiographies 
(Յայսմաւուրք) of the Holy Church.

October 3, 2021

Oct 8-9: 
Sacred Music 
Festival 
at Holy 
Resurrection 
(tap here for 
info)
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