
1

ՍՈՒՐԲ ՍՏԵՓԱՆՈՍ ՀԱՅԱՍՏԱՆԵԱՅՑ ԱՌԱՔԷԼԱԿԱՆ ԵԿԵՂԵՑԻ ՆԻՒ ՊՐԻԹԷՆ, ՔԷՆԷԹԻՔԷԹ, ԱՄՆ

167 Tremont St • New Britain, CT 06051  516-747-0875 • fr.garabed@telf.com
Տէր Կարապետ Թէլֆէեան, Հոգեւոր Հովիւ  Rev. Fr. Garabed Telfeyan, Pastor

ՀԱՅՑ. ԱՌԱՔԵԼԱԿԱՆ ՍՈՒՐԲ 
ՍՏԵՓԱՆՈՍԻ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈՅ

ԿԻՐԱԿՆՕՐԵԱՅ ԼՐԱԳԻՐ

St. Stephen’s Armenian 
Apostolic Church

Sunday Bulletin

Saint Nicholas (Santa Claus) 

the “Wonderworker” was the Bishop 
of Myra, a city in Asia Minor (Ancient 
Armenian Highlands). He was present 
at the Council of Nicea in 325. At that 
council the heretic Arius was preaching 
the anti-Christian doctrine that Jesus 
was just a man and not God. Saint 
Nicholas became so irate with Arius, 
that he slapped him in the face. 

Because of the violence, the other bishops at the council defrocked and 
excommunicated Saint Nicholas. Subsequently three bishops individually 
and separately had the same vision: that Jesus and Mother Mary were giving 
Saint Nicholas back his cross, bible, and bishop’s stole (see icon on back 
page). These three bishops, realizing that the dream was a vision from the 
Holy Spirit, immediately reinstated Saint Nicholas in the sacraments of the 
Church as a bishop, giving him back his full rank and title. 
Saint Nicholas was an anonymous helper of the poor. Any time a benefactor 
gave the bishop gifts, he would get on his horse and ride around, anonymously 
distributing these gifts among the poor and needy. This is how he earned the 
title “Wonderworker.” His feast day is during the preparation of Nativity/
Theophany, a time when Christians customarily exchange all kinds of gifts. 
What kind of gifts would you like to give or receive this year? 

«Եղբայրնե՛ր, պարտք կը զգանք եւ արդար կը գտնենք ձեզի համար միշտ 
գոհութիւն յայտնել Աստուծոյ, որովհետեւ ձեր հաւատքը հետզհետէ աւելի 
կ’աճի եւ ձեզմէ իւրաքանչիւրին սէրը իրարու հանդէպ աւելի կը խորանայ»։

—Պօղոս Առաքեալ (Բ.Թս.Ա.3)

Third Sunday of the Fast of Advent
“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it 
is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love 

of every one of you all abounds toward each other.”
—Apostle Paul (2.Th.1.3)

Saint Nicholas Smacking Arius at the 
Council of Nicea in 325

(Continues on back page →)
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A Reading from the Prophecy 
of Isaiah 37:21-29 (NKJV)

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the 
LORD God,

22 ‘This is the word which the LORD 
has spoken concerning Sennacherib 
king of Assyria: “The virgin, the 
daughter of Zion, Has despised you, 
laughed you to scorn; The daughter 
of Jerusalem Has shaken her head 
behind your back!

23 “Whom have you reproached and 
blasphemed? Against whom have you 
raised your voice, And lifted up your 
eyes on high? Against the Holy One 
of Israel.

24 By your servants you have 
reproached the Lord, And said, 
‘By the multitude of my chariots I 
have come up to the height of the 
mountains, To the limits of Lebanon; 
I will cut down its tall cedars And its 
choice cypress trees; I will enter its 
farthest height, To its fruitful forest.

25 I have dug and drunk water, And 
with the soles of my feet I have dried 
up All the brooks of defense.’

26 “Did you not hear long ago How 
I made it, From ancient times that 
I formed it? Now I have brought 
it to pass, That you should be For 
crushing fortified cities into heaps of 
ruins.

27 Therefore their inhabitants had 
little power; They were dismayed and 
confounded; They were as the grass 
of the field And the green herb, As 
the grass on the housetops And grain 
blighted before it is grown.

28 “But I know your dwelling place, 
Your going out and your coming in, 
And your rage against Me.

29 Because your rage against Me 
and your tumult Have come up to My 
ears, Therefore I will put My hook in 
your nose And My bridle in your lips, 
And I will turn you back By the way 
which you came.”’ ֍

A Reading from the Second 
Epistle of Apostle Paul to the 
Thessalonians 1:1-12 (NKJV)

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To 
the church of the Thessalonians in 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We are bound to thank God always 
for you, brethren, as it is fitting, 
because your faith grows exceedingly, 
and the love of every one of you all 
abounds toward each other,

4 so that we ourselves boast of you 
among the churches of God for 
your patience and faith in all your 
persecutions and tribulations that 
you endure,

5 which is manifest evidence of the 
righteous judgment of God, that 
you may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you also 
suffer;

6 since it is a righteous thing with 
God to repay with tribulation those 
who trouble you,

7 and to give you who are troubled 
rest with us when the Lord Jesus 

The Breath of God (ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՇՈՒՆՉ)
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is revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels,

8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
those who do not know God, and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 These shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of His power,

10 when He comes, in that Day, to 
be glorified in His saints and to be 
admired among all those who believe, 
because our testimony among you 
was believed.

11 Therefore we also pray always for 
you that our God would count you 
worthy of this calling, and fulfill all 
the good pleasure of His goodness 
and the work of faith with power,

12 that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and 
you in Him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. ֍

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let Israel rejoice in him that made 
him. Let the children of Zion be joyful 
in their King. (Ps. 149:2)

Stand up in the fear of God, and 
let us listen to the Holy Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Luke 14:12-24 (NKJV)

12 Then He also said to him who 
invited Him, “When you give a dinner 
or a supper, do not ask your friends, 
your brothers, your relatives, nor 
rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you back, and you be repaid.

13 “But when you give a feast, invite 
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind.

14 “And you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you; for you shall 

be repaid at the resurrection of the 
just.”

15 Now when one of those who sat 
at the table with Him heard these 
things, he said to Him, “Blessed is he 
who shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God!”

16 Then He said to him, “A certain 
man gave a great supper and invited 
many,

17 “and sent his servant at supper 
time to say to those who were invited, 
‘Come, for all things are now ready.’

18 “But they all with one accord 
began to make excuses. The first 
said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must go and see it. I 
ask you to have me excused.’

19 “And another said, ‘I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I am going 
to test them. I ask you to have me 
excused.’

20 “Still another said, ‘I have married 
a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’

21 “So that servant came and 
reported these things to his master. 
Then the master of the house, being 
angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in here the poor 
and the maimed and the lame and 
the blind.’

22 “And the servant said, ‘Master, it 
is done as you commanded, and still 
there is room.’

23 “Then the master said to the 
servant, ‘Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled.

24 ‘For I say to you that none of those 
men who were invited shall taste my 
supper.’” ֍



4

St. Stephen’s Armenian Church New Britain, Connecticut

Der Voghormia (Տէր Ողորմեա)

1. Gary Bazzano
2. Bonnie Coleman
3. Elijah Johnson
4. Michael Papelian
5. Leslie Round
6. May Shaaban
7. Fr. Aram & Yn. Margaret Stepanian
8. Sylvia Tavitian
9. Aghavni & Garabed Tovmassian
10. Richard Zoccoli

Orphans of Martyred Fathers

“Pure and undefiled religion before God 
and the Father is this: to visit orphans and 

widows in their trouble.” (James 1:27)

New lists of war orphans are coming 
to us through the St. Nerses the Great 
Organization office in Yerevan. Currently, 
71 orphans from fathers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice during the war in 
Artsakh are registered in the waiting list 
of the St. Nerses the Great Organization 
in Yerevan, along with 11 other orphans 
with heartbreaking stories. We appeal to 
the generosity of our fellow Armenians to 
sponsor one or more of them.

Tap here (https://armenianprelacy.
org/programs/orphans-fund) for online 
sponsorship of minors up to the age of 18.

Tap here (https://armenianprelacy.org/
college-sponsorship-form) for online 
sponsorship of orphans who become 
students at a higher education institution 
upon turning 18. ֍

Weekly Services

Sun 9:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morning Praise
Sun 10:30am . . . . . . . . . . . . Divine Liturgy
Wed 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise
Sat 10am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Midday Praise
Sat 10:30am. . . . . . . . . .Christian Teaching
Sat 5pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evening Praise

Details: https://armenianprayer.com

November

11 Sat. Nigoghos the Wonderworker 
the Bishop of Myra

12 Sun. Third Sunday of Advent 
(Luke 14.12-24, great feast)

13 Mon. Menas, Hermogenes, Eugraphus, 
and the poor John and Alexis

14 Tue. Cornelius the Centurion, Simeon, 
martyred in Jerusalem, Polycarp 
the Bishop of Smyrna, and the 
Martyrs that perished in the East

16 Thu. Eustratius, Auxentius, 
Eugenius, Orestes and Mardarius, 
the Martyrs of Sebastia

18 Sat. Hagop of Mdzpin, Marouge the 
Hermit and Melidos the Bishop

19 Sun. Fourth Sunday of 
Advent (Luke 17.1-10, 
offenses, faith, servants)

St. Nicholas (Continued from front page)

December 12, 2021

The the greatest gift we can give is 
ourselves. “No greater love has 
one for another than to lay 
his life down for him,” says 
our Lord. One way we can do 
this—instead of giving things 
for Christmas—is to give 
ourselves. Let us spend time 
with one another, breaking 
bread, listening to our family 
histories, enjoying each other’s 
company, sharing our lives. ֍

Jesus and Mother Mary Restoring 
Saint Nicholas’s Bible, Cross, and Stole

Reliquary of the Right Hand of Santa Claus
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