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Third Sunday of the Great Fast

“Prodigal Son”
“Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon
Him while He is near” (Prophet Isaiah).

The parable of the Prodigal
Son summarizes the entire
history of mankind, from our
exile from paradise to the
incarnation and salvation of
the Son of God. We witness
the sacrament of conversion
to God. “Father of the Only
Begotten Son, whom you
have sent to bring back the
lost sheep, turn us from our
sins through the sufferings of your Son.”
Let us take refuge in our heavenly Father’s kingdom,
in his pure and Holy Church. “Glory be to Him who
built the Church as an ark in the sea of this world
and saved the souls who took refuge in it from the
waters of sin.” ֍
«Խնդրեցէք զՏէր եւ յորժամ գտանիցէք զնա, կարդացէք առ նա եւ
իբրեւ մերձեսցի առ ձեզ»
1 (Եսայեայ Մարգարէ)։
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The Breath of God (ԱՍՏՈՒԱԾԱՇՈՒՆՉ)
10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Blessed is he whom you have chosen and
adopted; he shall dwell in your courts
(Ps. 64). ֍

11 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly
to you, our heart is wide open.

A Reading from the Prophecy
of Isaiah 54.11‑55.13 (NKJV)

12 You are not restricted by us, but you are
restricted by your own affections.

7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the
unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him
return to the LORD, And He will have
mercy on him; And to our God, For He will
abundantly pardon. ֍

13 Now in return for the same (I speak as to
children), you also be open.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

14 Do not be unequally yoked together
with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness?

Vow, and let us all perfect our vows to the
Lord our God; all that are round about
him (Ps. 75). ֍

15 And what accord has Christ with
Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever?

A Reading from the Second
Epistle of Apostle Paul to
Corinthians 6.1‑7.1 (NKJV)

16 And what agreement has the temple
of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: “I will
dwell in them And walk among them. I will
be their God, And they shall be My people.”

1 We then, as workers together with Him
also plead with you not to receive the grace
of God in vain.

17 Therefore “Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not
touch what is unclean, And I will receive
you.”

2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have
heard you, And in the day of salvation I have
helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall
be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD
Almighty.”

3 We give no offense in anything, that our
ministry may not be blamed.

1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God. ֍

4 But in all things we commend ourselves
as ministers of God: in much patience, in
tribulations, in needs, in distresses,
5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults,
in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings;

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Make a shout to the Lord, all lands; serve
the Lord with gladness (Ps. 99). ֍

6 by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering,
by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere
love,

Stand up in the fear of God, and
listen to the Holy Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ according
to Luke 15:1‑32 (NKJV)

7 by the word of truth, by the power of God,
by the armor of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left,

1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners
drew near to Him to hear Him.

8 by honor and dishonor, by evil report and
good report; as deceivers, and yet true;

2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained,
saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats
with them.”

9 as unknown, and yet well known; as
dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and
yet not killed;

3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying:
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18 ‘I will arise and go to my father, and will
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you,

4 “What man of you, having a hundred
sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave
the ninety‑nine in the wilderness, and go
after the one which is lost until he finds it?
5 “And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing.

19 “and I am no longer worthy to be called
your son. Make me like one of your hired
servants.”’

6 “And when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and neighbors, saying
to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep which was lost!’

20 “And he arose and came to his father.
But when he was still a great way off, his
father saw him and had compassion, and
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

7 “I say to you that likewise there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety‑nine just persons
who need no repentance.

21 “And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and in your sight,
and am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’
22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him,
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on
his feet.

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins,
if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until
she finds it?

23 ‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it,
and let us eat and be merry;

9 “And when she has found it, she calls her
friends and neighbors together, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece
which I lost!’

24 ‘for this my son was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.’ And they
began to be merry.

10 “Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

25 “Now his older son was in the field. And
as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing.

11 Then He said: “A certain man had two
sons.

26 “So he called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant.

12 “And the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods
that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his
livelihood.

27 “And he said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and because he has received him safe
and sound, your father has killed the fatted
calf.’

13 “And not many days after, the younger
son gathered all together, journeyed to a far
country, and there wasted his possessions
with prodigal living.

28 “But he was angry and would not go in.
Therefore his father came out and pleaded
with him.
29 “So he answered and said to his
father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been
serving you; I never transgressed your
commandment at any time; and yet you
never gave me a young goat, that I might
make merry with my friends.

14 “But when he had spent all, there arose
a severe famine in that land, and he began
to be in want.
15 “Then he went and joined himself to a
citizen of that country, and he sent him into
his fields to feed swine.

30 ‘But as soon as this son of yours came,
who has devoured your livelihood with
harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’

16 “And he would gladly have filled his
stomach with the pods that the swine ate,
and no one gave him anything.

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that I have is yours.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger!

32 ‘It was right that we should make merry
and be glad, for your brother was dead and
is alive again, and was lost and is found.’” ֍
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Prelacy Lebanon Relief
Tap (https://armenianprelacy.org/
donate/lebanon-relief) to sponsor a
family or student in Lebanon.

Hokehankist (Հոգեհանգիստ)
Dorothy Clayton

Prelacy Artsakh Relief

(1 year)

Requested by her friends Tap (https://armenianprelacy.org/
Sona & Hratch Garabettian programs/orphans-fund) to sponsor
an orphan in Artsakh.

ARS Share the Love: Hot Meals

March

To celebrate the month of Love, the

ARS of Eastern USA has launched 12 Sat. ԳՁ. Giuregh of Jerusalem,
the other Giuregh the Bishop,
its “Share the Love” fundraising
and his mother Anna

campaign in support of the “Hot

13 Sun. ԳԿ. Third Sunday of the

Meal Program” for the Armenian

Great Fast. The Prodigal Son

communities of Lebanon and Syria.

14 Mon. ԴՁ. Great Fast Day 15
15 Tue. ԴԿ. Great Fast Day 16
16 Wed. ԱՁ. Great Fast Day 17
17 Thu. ԱԿ. Great Fast Day 18
18 Fri. ԲՁ. Great Fast Day 19
19 Sat. ԲԿ. John of Jerusalem,
John of Odzun, John of
Vorodn, Krikor of Datev
Weekly Services
Sun 9:30am . . . . . . Morning Praise
Sun 10:30am . . . . . . Divine Liturgy

The ARS serves 1,150 meals to Sun 1:00pm . . . . . . . Church School
Wed 5pm . . . . . . . .  Evening Praise
community members each week.
Wed 5:30pm . . . . . . . . . Fellowship
Please mail checks to the ARS of Sat 10am . . . . . . . . . Midday Praise
Eastern USA, 80 Bigelow Ave, Sat 10:30am . . . . Armenian School

Suite 200, Watertown, MA 02472 Sat 5pm . . . . . . . . .  Evening Praise
or tap here (https://arseastusa.org/ Sat 5:30pm . . . . . . . . . . Fellowship
hotmeals) for more info.

Details: https://armenianprayer.com
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